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A new slogan for

14

the by-poll

TE FOR Periyar !
All votes for Perlyar
I' It was a new slo-
gan, resounding in
the streets of Kochi where the
campaigning for Ernakulam Lok
Sabha by-poll is still picking up
pace.

The slogan was raised at the
‘Periyar Marikkunnu, Periyar
Vilikkunnu,' (Periyar Dying,. Pe-
rivar Calling) rally taken out by
Greenpeace India and other or-
ganisations, on Saturday.

The unbridled pollution of
Periyar would be raised as an
issue before the voters during
the coming by-poll, asking the
political parties and candidates
to take a responsible stand on it,
sald Manu Gopalan, toxic cam-
paigner for Greenpeace,

The rally to save Periyar was
organised in the backdrop of
the shocking  revelations
brought out in the results of a
Greenpeace-led health survey
released recently.

A group of environmental or-
ganisations teamed up with the
rally, which began from the Siv-
arathri Manappuram at Aluva
on Saturday morning. The inau-
gural session itself was distinct,
with all the participants and
even the cartoonist, Yesudasan,
who formally ‘inaugurated’ the
rally by drawing a cartoon,
standing in the waters of Peri-
yar, accompanied by a song,
‘Puzhayitha ozhukunnu, ozhu-
kunnu, valarunnu....,' extolling

the river, The rally passed
through the Aluva Railway Sta-
tion, the industrial belt at

Edayar and Eloor, Kaloor Bus
Stand and Ernakulam Boat Jet-
ty, before reaching Fort Kochi.
The last point was Karimukal,
where the people’s stiff resist-
ance against the Philips Carbon
Black Company still continues
unabated. A torch light proces-
sion was taken out in front of
the factory, followed by a public
meeting.

"The reception at the indus-
trial belt was really positive this
time," said Manu Gopalan, toxic
campaigner for Greenpeace In-
dia. The Greenpeace activists
had to face the hostility of the
trade unions on their last visit.
*“There was a good ctowd and
people were more responding,”
according to Mr. Gopalan.

The rally's highlight was a
‘Mahabali,” riding an open jeep
wearing a face mask ! A short
street play, presented by Abra-
ham Xavier from Fort Kochi and
Anson T.P. from Eloor por-
trayed the legendary character
Naranathu Bhranthan con-
fronting Mahabli running away
from the toxic fumes of the in-
dustrial belt. He advises the
king to return to Pathalam to es-
cape from the noxious air over
this earth. Folk songs by Karin-
thalakkoottam from Thrissur
was presented all through the
rally.

By Renu Ramanath
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